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Academic Affairs Committee
Meeting Minutes
February 5, 2013
Opening:
The regular meeting of the Academic Affairs Committee was called to order at
12:31 pm on February 5, 2013 in the MLS Classroom CSS 167 by Claire Strom.
Present:
Claire Strom, Susan Walsh, Pedro Bernal, Martina Vivodic, Wenxian Zhang, Gio
Valiante (CPS representative), Faithe Galloway (student rep), Jennifer Nilson
(student rep), David Daubert (student rep)
Visitors: Holly Pohlig, Sharon Lusk, Ilan Alon, Giselda Beaudin
A.

Minutes - Approved

B.

Asian Studies Major Change - Approved

Ilan presented. This new major was just approved last fall, but this proposal adds some new
courses taught by existing faculty. These courses broaden the definition of Asia (from
China-centric) to include India and Vietnam. The new map adds a lot of courses to history
and culture, playing to Rollins strengths. In the future, they would like more business and
economics classes. Martina stated that ECO 327 and 331 should be left in the major, as these
courses address political and global economy and give the students more flexibility in the
major. Ilan agreed to leave the courses in. Susan suggested making sure that the numbers
add up to 12 courses and not 13. Gio asked if a student wanted to do business in Asia if this
would be a better major than INB. Ilan said that yes, if a student was limiting themselves to
that region, this major might be a better choice. However, the major is not limited to merely
the business of Asia, but students may also concentrate on culture or religion through this
major. Currently, there are between 10 to 20 students who are majors or minors, and the goal
is to get above 20 for majors and minors.
C.

Lowering the GPA Requirement to 2.5 for Study Abroad - Approved

Giselda presented. Currently, there is a 3.0 mininum GPA for study abroad. If a student is
significantly below, he or she goes to academic appeals. However, a student with a lower
GPA might still be successful in study abroad. In practice, academic appeals doesn't know
enough about the specific study abroad programs to predict success. Some students are
discouraged to travel if they do not have a 3.0, and this contradicts Rollins marketing
practices. In addition, some majors require study abroad so if the GPA is too low and they

cannot study abroad, they cannot complete this major. Many students go to an outside
program if their GPA is too low and they still want to study abroad.
Giselda recommends a revised pilot policy for one year to try out lowering the GPA
minimum to 2.5. Students will still have to meet the minimum GPA requirement of a
particular program if that is higher than 2.5. If below 2.5, students can still submit an
academic appeal. The faculty advisory committee approves of this change. This change will
provide wide access to study abroad but allow the students to still succeed. The average
sophomore GPA at Rollins is 3.07, and the average junior is 3.16. It is unclear how many
students this will impact because students who don't meet the 3.0 typically do not go through
her office. Giselda feels that there might be 10 students who go through appeals a semester,
and it is rare that an appeal is granted if the GPA is too low. Claire pointed out that the high
GPA is supposedly a good estimate of maturity, intellectual capacity, and ability to handle
study abroad. Giselda thinks that GPA may be an unreliable predictor since this is a high
impact practice where students will be more invested and are therefore likely to perform
better. Pedro stated that GPA is not necessarily correlated to behavior and maturity. Giselda
states that indeed, disciplinary records are checked before a student applies for study abroad.
For disciplinary problems, her office decides case by case, but the written policy is that no
one with serious drug or alcohol abuse or repeated offenses can go within six months.
Sometimes students have to sign contracts regarding their behavior before going on study
abroad. In addition, because her office is so familiar with the programs, she can guide
students toward programs that are more flexible with admission requirements. Her office
scrutinizes transcripts and works on advising students appropriately. Giselda stated that this
GPA change is for study abroad only. For faculty-led field studies, the requirement is 2.0,
and typically, because these programs are led by faculty, the faculty know the students and
can decide whether a student should go. Some students will be advised not to do certain
programs if her office thinks that a high GPA will be necessary for success. Many students
take one or two classes in their major and then two gen ed classes during a study abroad
experience.
In order to assess whether lowering the GPA is good, Giselda will measure how many
students with a GPA lower than 3.0 now come to her office to apply for study abroad, and if
they go, what grades do they bring back. Pedro pointed out that this will likely double the
pool of potential applicants for study abroad since the number of students with a GPA
between 0 and 2.0 is presumably fairly low. Giselda will do an interim report for AAC and
then a full report in the spring of 2015 on whether lowering the GPA is successful.
D.

Next week's agenda
1)
2)
3)
4)

Approve minutes of last meeting
Changes to LACS major (2/12)
Health Administration Major—Holt—Dave Richards (2/12)
Competencies

Adjournment:
The meeting was adjourned at 1:07 pm by Claire Strom. The next general meeting will be at
12:30 pm February 12, 2013 in the MLS Classroom CSS 167.
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Minutes submitted by

Susan Walsh

Approved by

__________________
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Major Map: Asian Studies
Effective Spring 2011(rev. 7/9/12)
The Asian Studies major provides students the opportunity to study in depth one of the most important regions in the world. The importance of Asia
derives from its large population, long history, complex and diverse societies and cultures, and rising economic significance. The major combines
courses in history, culture, and politics with those from modern languages and an array of electives from other disciplines.
Requirements for the Major:
Twelve (12) courses, including five (5) from the history and culture category, five (5) from politics, economics and business, and two (2) courses in an
Asian language beyond the 100 level. At least six (6) courses must be taken at the upper division (300-400) level and no more than three (3) courses
can be in any single department.
All core courses must be taken at Rollins (except for courses taken by transfer students prior to admission to Rollins), at least one-half of all courses
for the major at Rollins (no exemption for transfer students), and at least one-half of all courses for the major must be at the 300-400 level. Students
are required to participate in one (1) academically-based study trip to Asia. Students are highly encouraged to participate in a semester-long stay in
one of the Asian Studies approved programs or universities, from which a maximum of four (4) pre-approved courses may be counted towards the
major. At a minimum, however, students are required to complete a seminar course, followed by one (1) academically-based study trip to Asia.
HISTORY & CULTURE Five (5) courses required from the list below to attain knowledge of Asian history and culture. One 300 or 400 level
language course might count as a history and cultural course.
Prerequisite

Grade

G.E.*

East Asia in Modern Times

Check Catalogue

______

____

113

Asian Religions

Check Catalogue

______

____

___

___

__________________________________

Check Catalogue

______

____

_______________________

___

___

__________________________________

Check Catalogue

______

____

_______________________

___

___

__________________________________

Check Catalogue

______

____

Semester

Course

_______________________

HIS

263

_______________________

REL

_______________________

HIS 212/212F Journey to the Middle Kingdom (Field Trip)
HIS 250 Modern Japan
HIS 260 History of Chinese Civilization
HIS 261 Modern China
HIS 262 East Asia in Pre-Modern Times

ANT 452 Topic: Cinema and Society in China
ANT 305 Topic: Sufi-Buddhist Mysticism
REL 230 Buddhism: Theory & Practice
REL 240 Buddhist Philosophy
REL 241 Buddhist Ethics
REL 340 Zen Buddhism

HIS 349 The Chinese Revolutions
HIS 350 U.S. and China Relations
HIS 361 Contemporary China
ANT 252 Cultures of China
ANT 254 Cultures of Japan
PHI 211/211F Religion and Culture in Bali (Field Trip)

POLITICS & ECONOMICS & BUSINESS Five (5) courses are required from the list below for an understanding of comparative politics & business.
Semester

Course

______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________

___
___
___
___

___
___
___
___

_______________________

___

___

POL 302 Politics in the Third World
POL 325 Sustainable Dev. in Southeast Asia
POL 331 International Political Economy
POL 334 Political Economy of Japan

____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
POL 384 East Asian Politics
POL 393 Vietnam Experience Online
INB 311 Asian Business Environment
INB 390: Inter. Market Research and China

Prerequisite

Grade

G.E.*

Check Catalogue
Check Catalogue
Check Catalogue
Check Catalogue

______
______
______
______

____
____
____
____

Check Catalogue

______

____

ECO 327 Comparative Economic Systems
ECO 331 Globalization and Gender
ECO 351 Economic Development

FOREIGN LANGUAGE Two (2) courses beyond the 100 level in a single Asian language is required. The two-course requirement may be waived by

demonstrating 'native proficiency' in a modern Asian language, as determined by the Rollins College Department of Modern Languages and
Literatures. If the language is not taught at Rollins, the two-course (200-level) requirement may be waived by demonstrating a proficiency in a modern
foreign language at the 'advanced' level by passing a standardized test administered by the ACTFL Testing Office. This two-course foreign language
requirement at the upper level is an essential component of the Asian Studies Major. Students are encouraged to take these foreign language courses in
the host-country. Students receiving a foreign language waiver are required to take two (2) additional courses in either the History and Culture or the
Politics and Business categories.
Prerequisite

Semester

Course

______________________

___

___

Foreign Language at the 200-400 level

_______________________

___

___

Foreign Language at the 200-400 level

Grade

G.E.*

Check Catalogue

______

____

Check Catalogue

______

____

See the Rollins College Catalogue for a comprehensive listing of all requirements.
Name: __________________________________________________________________

Date: _____________________________________

Major Map: Asian Studies
The Asian Studies Major provides students the opportunity to study in depth one of the most important regions in the world. The importance of
Asia derives from its large population, long history, complex and diverse societies and cultures, and rising economic significance. The
curriculum for Asian Studies is designed to give students (1) knowledge of the history, culture, religion, economics and politics, (2) competence
in an Asian language, and (3) experience through fieldwork or study abroad in the region. Twelve (12) courses are required for the major: five
(5) courses from those designated in History & Culture, five (5) course from Political Economy, and two (2) courses in an Asian Language
beyond the 100 level. Students are also required to participate in one (1) academically-based Rollins-approved study trip to Asia (we
encourage semester-long programs), and complete a capstone course which can replace of the required courses in History & Culture or
Political Economy. At least six (6) courses must be taken at the upper division (300-400).
HISTORY & CULTURE Five (5) courses required from the list below to attain knowledge of Asian history and culture. One 300 or 400 level
language course might count as a history and cultural course.
Semester
Course
Prerequisite
Grade
G.E.*
_______________________
HIS
263
East Asia in Modern Times
Check Catalogue
______
____
_______________________

REL

113

Asian Religions

Check Catalogue

______

____

_______________________

___

___

__________________________________

Check Catalogue

______

____

_______________________

___

___

__________________________________

Check Catalogue

______

____

_______________________

___

___

__________________________________

Check Catalogue

______

____

HIS 212/212F Journey to the Middle Kingdom (Field Trip)
HIS 250 Modern Japan
HIS 260 History of Chinese Civilization
HIS 261 Modern China
HIS 349 The Chinese Revolutions
HIS 350 U.S./China Relations
HIS 361 Contemporary China
300-400 Level Language Classes

ANT 205 Topic: Asian Film & Culture
ANT 233 Indian Ocean in Antiquity
ANT 234 Archaeology of South Asia
ANT 252 Cultures of China
ANT 254 Cultures of Japan
ANT 452 Seminar: Cinema and Society in China
PHI 211/211F Religion and Culture in Bali (Field Trip)
INAF Japanese Culture and Society

REL 212 India & the Infinite: Religion & society
REL 217 Jewish Life & Thought
REL 221 Judaism & Islam in Dialogue
REL 230 Buddhism: Theory & Practice
REL 240 Buddhist Philosophy
REL 251 The Lost Tribes of Israel
REL 300 Religion & the Body
REL 304 Jerusalem: History, Religion &Politics
REL 340 Zen Buddhism
SHA 350 U.S. China Relations
SHA 385 Politics in China

POLITICAL ECONOMY Five (5) courses are required from the list below for an understanding of comparative politics, economic & business.
Semester
Course
Prerequisite
Grade
G.E.*
_______________________
___
___
____________________________________
Check Catalogue
______
____
___
___
____________________________________
Check Catalogue
______
____
_______________________
___
___
____________________________________
Check Catalogue
______
____
_______________________
_______________________
___
___
Check Catalogue
______
____
____________________________________
_______________________

___

POL 302 Politics in the Third World
POL 325 Sustainable Dev. in Southeast Asia
POL 331 International Political Economy
POL 334 Political Economy of Japan
POL 384 East Asian Politics

___

____________________________________
POL 385 Politics in China
POL 393 Vietnam Experience Online

Check Catalogue

______

____

ECO 351 Economic Development

INB 311 Asian Business Environment
INB 340 Globalization & Gender

FOREIGN LANGUAGE
Asian Studies majors are required to take two (2) courses beyond the 100 level. Arabic, Chinese, Hebrew, and Japanese are available at
Rollins. This two-course foreign language requirement on the upper level is an essential component of the Asian Studies Major. Students are
encouraged to take those foreign language courses in the host-country. Students may waive this requirement by demonstrating ‘native
proficiency’ in a modern foreign language, as determined by the Rollins College Department of Modern Languages and Literatures (this applies
to languages taught by the Department of Modern Languages and Literatures). If the language is not taught at Rollins, students may waive the
four course requirement by demonstrating a proficiency in a modern foreign language at the ‘advanced’ level by passing a standardized test
administered by ACTFL Testing Office. Information and application forms for these tests can be obtained from the Rollins College Department
of Modern Languages and Literatures.
Semester

Course

Prerequisite

Grade

G.E.*

__________________

_____

___

Foreign Language at the 200-400 level

Check Catalogue

______

____

__________________

_____

___

Foreign Language at the 200-400 level

Check Catalogue

______

____

ASA 400 SENIOR CAPSTONE SEMINAR
ASA 400 Senior Capstone Seminar guides students in preparing, presenting and writing a research paper on a topic related to Asia. Requires
bibliographies, multiple drafts, and in-class oral presentation. The required upper division seminar (ASA 400) can be taken only after both of
the required lower division courses (REL 113 and HIS 263) have been completed. The capstone course can replace one of the non-language
courses required above. Field Study Course does not count as capstone course

Semester
__________________

Course
_____

___

Name: ______________________________

_________________________________________

Date: __________________

Grade

G.E.*

______

____

Asian Studies Meeting, December 6, 2012, 12:30PM, Bieberbach-Reed Room
In attendance: Ilan Alon, Mario D’Amato, Yudit Greenberg, Tom Lairson, Bob Moore, Jenifer
Ruby, Jonathan Walz, Tonia Warnecke, Li Wei, Wenxian Zhang, meeting minutes Kimberly
Petersen
Asian Studies Major:
o Major map revision discussion.
o Motion to delete minimum time requirement for study abroad trip
broad Rollins approved study abroad approval. Mario seconds, all in
favor, motion passed.
o Include more language choices.
o Add native language proficiency paragraph.
o No one has offered a Capstone has anyone offered? We cannot take
out-Tom—delete the box from the bottom, but students can do a
capstone in the language.
o Li Wei-field studies—we need a box that says fill in field study
experience-all field courses in this box this reducing a box? Ilan—have
an extra box not count as one as the twelve-Mario
o Major map attached to reflect all changes.
Asian Studies Minor
New Course Development
o Next meeting discussion

Meeting adjourned at 2:00PM
Approved:_________________________

Date:__________________

Petition to Change GPA Requirement for Approved Semester Study Abroad Programs
Current policy:
•
•

•
•

•
•

The minimum GPA for admission to all Rollins approved semester programs is 3.0
All programs also require good college standing, an excellent record of personal
responsibility (e.g. judicial record, service to the Rollins community, employment history)
and a high level of maturity.
Applicants are also evaluated on the basis of their application essay, academic references and
Rollins transcript.
Applicants must also meet all other program-specific application requirements which include
language requirements, interviews, individual advising, resume workshops and other
components required by IP and the partner institution or organization.
Students with a GPA of 2.95 or above may still be eligible for Rollins approved semester
programs.
Students with a GPA below 2.95 may make an academic appeal to be eligible through the
Academic Appeals Committee.

Best practices within International Education:
•
•
•
•

GPA requirements for study abroad should support student learning by helping to insure that
students will be academically successful on study abroad programs
Students should not be deterred from study abroad if their academic background suggests
that they could be successful on an appropriate study abroad program
GPA requirements should be considered part of a holistic advising and application process
that seeks to match each student with the most appropriate program for him or her
GPA requirements must be aligned with the requirements set by partner institutions and
organizations in order to provide appropriate advising and avoid student disappointment

Issues with current policy:
•
•
•
•
•

Students primarily apply for semester study abroad during the sophomore and junior years.
Based on current data the average GPA at Rollins College is 3.07 for sophomores and 3.16
for juniors. The median GPA at Rollins College is 3.14 for sophomores and 3.24 for juniors.
The current policy debars a large proportion of our students from having an international
experience despite the fact that Rollins College markets our international opportunities as a
key component of a Rollins education.
The current policy does not broadly support students in majors that require an international
experience since students in these majors may not be able to participate in a semester abroad
The current policy discourages students with GPAs in the range of 2.6-3.0 from even seeking
a study abroad experience
The current policy disregards the impact on GPA of major (some majors have a lower
average GPA than others) and negatively impacts students whose GPAs may be lower due to
athletic commitments, learning disabilities, transitional hurdles in the first-year, and many
other possible reasons

•

•

Broadly, the current policy does not acknowledge the academic differences program to
program:
o Some programs should have a higher GPA requirement as they are particularly
academically demanding. A higher GPA requirement would help “signal” to students
the programs with exceptionally challenging academics and would allow us to screen
applicants more carefully
o Some programs should have a lower GPA requirement as they are academically
suitable for a student with a GPA below 3.0
o Please see the addendum to this document to review the actual GPA requirements set
by our program partners.
In practice, students with less than a 3.0 GPA are choosing to take a Leave of Absence to do
a non-Rollins study abroad program since many programs do not have such a high GPA
requirement:
o These are the very students who would likely benefit from the advising, guidance and
support associated with approved semester programs
o This represents a significant financial loss to Rollins as these students pay only a
$550 study abroad fee to Rollins for the term they are on leave

Recommended revised pilot policy:
•
•

•
•

•
•
•

The overall minimum GPA for admission to Rollins approved semester programs will be 2.5
All programs will still require good college standing, an excellent record of personal
responsibility (e.g. community standards record, service to the Rollins community,
employment history) and a high level of maturity.
Applicants will also be evaluated on the basis of their application essay, academic references,
and Rollins transcript
Applicants must also meet all other program-specific application requirements which include
program-specific GPA requirements, language requirements, interviews, individual advising,
resume workshops and other components required by IP and the partner institution or
organization.
Students with a GPA of 2.45 or above may still be eligible for Rollins approved semester
programs.
Students with a GPA below 2.45 may make an academic appeal to be eligible through the
Academic Appeals Committee
This pilot policy will take effect in the spring of 2013 and will remain in effect through the
spring of 2014 at which point IP will present a review of the impact of the policy to AAC and
CPS.

Addendum I:
GPA Requirements of Partner Institutions and Organizations
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Australia: University of Sydney: 3.0
Argentina: ISA at University of Belgrano, Buenos Aires: 2.5
China: Rollins in Shanghai: No minimum GPA
China: Hong Kong Baptist University: No minimum GPA
France: Hollins University in Paris: 3.0
Germany: Jacobs University: 3.0
Germany: Junior Year in Munich: 3.0
Greece: College Year in Athens: No minimum GPA
Italy: Trinity College in Rome: 3.0
Italy: Inter-Collegiate Center for Classical Studies, Rome: 3.2
Japan: Kansai Gaidai University, Japan: 3.0
Spain: University of Oviedo: No minimum GPA
United Kingdom: CAPA Semester and Internship in London: 2.8
United Kingdom: Queen Mary, University of London: 3.0
United Kingdom: Lancaster University, England: 3.0
United States: Washington D.C. Internship: No minimum GPA
United States: Duke University Marine Lab: No minimum GPA
Varied Locations: SIT Study Abroad listed: No minimum GPA

